Public and Governmental Aﬀairs Highlights
September 2020
EMWD Again Tabbed by Cal/OSHA as Industry Safety Leader
EMWD in late August was recertified by the California Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (Cal/OSHA) as a Voluntary Protection Program/STAR organization.
EMWD received three separate certifications for its water, wastewater and recycled
water divisions and their respective administrative areas. When first certified in 1999,
EMWD was the only water or wastewater agency in the nation to hold a state
recognized STAR status.
EMWD remains the only public agency in California to hold STAR status, which recognizes public and private
organizations that go beyond Cal/OSHA standards for workplace safety and successfully implement bestpractices designed to protect the health and safety of employees, contractors and the public.
EMWD has promoted its STAR recertification on various platforms, including social media, press releases,
media coverage, and its eConnect.
Safety Video Highlights EMWD’s CalSTAR Accomplishments
aIn a video sent to all staff via email, Board President Sullivan and Vice President Paule joined the Safety and
Risk Management team in thanking employees for their hard work and dedication to a safe working
environment.
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EMWD Board of Directors Recognizes Jamil Dada
During their meeting on
September 16, 2020, EMWD’s
Board of Directors recognized
Jamil Dada for his partnership
with EMWD and his dedication
to the community.
Jamil has played an integral role
in the success of EMWD’s Youth
Ecology Corps Program. He has
also been a key advocate for
EMWD in its efforts to work
collaboratively with the
command staff at March Air
Reserve Base, and within the
Department of Defense, to find
solutions to groundwater quality
and quantity issues at the Base.
The Board and General Manager
presented Jamil with a framed
photo collage of his work with
EMWD.

EMWD Recognized as Innovative Agency
EMWD was recognized for its forward-thinking Recycled Water Accelerated Retrofit Program with the 2020
Utility of the Future Today award.
Utility of the Future Today was launched in 2016 by the National Association of Clean Water Agencies, the
Water Environment Federation, The Water Research Foundation and the WateReuse Association, with input
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Sixty-five agencies nationally were recognized for their work that use technology and innovation to provide for
a more sustainable future for the communities they serve.
This is EMWD’s first time applying for the award. The application included a narrative on the Accelerated
Retrofit Program and on EMWD’s organizational culture.

Page 2 | www.emwd.org

Serving our Community Today and Tomorrow

Desalination Goes Virtual
There is no need to social distance when learning about
EMWD’s Desalination program virtually.
In an effort to creatively engage with the community virtually,
EMWD recently produced a virtual tour of its Desalination
Complex. The tour, conducted via video, provides a look at
EMWD’s Desalination Complex and describes the process in
which brackish groundwater is treated and distributed.
The Desalination Complex Virtual Tour is the first of three virtual
tours that EMWD is producing.

Cal Desal Communications Committee Update
EMWD met recently with the Cal Desal Communications group to
strategize on their draft communications plan, new website and
messaging platforms.
To include more member material on their site, Cal Desal will have an
online form for agency submissions, video, events and press releases.
Information on EMWD's projects and videos have been shared.

EMWD Welcomes its Newest Public Affairs Officer
The Public and Governmental Affairs team welcomes its newest Public Affairs Officer,
Alma Ramirez. Alma is a former Western Riverside Council of Governments Fellow,
having interned at EMWD in 2018. During that time, she participated in programs
such as the Water Leaders Academy and the State Water Project tour.
Alma earned her Bachelor’s in Public Policy from the University of California,
Riverside (UCR), where she participated in UCR’s School of Public Policy Internship
Program at Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA). At SAWPA, Alma conducted data analysis on
water restrictions related to the drought season, wrote articles for the agency’s online newsletter, and
assisted staff with day to day tasks. Most recently, she served at the City of Lake Elsinore where she worked
on a variety of projects, including leading the Latino outreach for some of the City’s biggest construction
projects.
Alma will be representing the areas of unincorporated Riverside County, the City of Perris, and working on the
Latino Outreach Program with staff.
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Riverside County Water Task Force Speaker Series Hosts Megadrought Discussion
Featuring USBR Commissioner Brenda Burman
On August 28, 2020, The Riverside County Water Task Force
(RCWTF) Speaker Series held a virtual event entitled
“Preparing for a Megadrought.” Opening remarks for this
event were provided by Commissioner Brenda Burman from
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR). Commissioner
Berman provided insightful remarks on the state of water
resource development around the nation, with a generous
focus on the good work that has been accomplished within
Riverside County.
In addition to Commissioner Burman, participants were
fortunate to hear from a broad spectrum of knowledgeable
presenters including panelist Jeanine Jones, Interstate
Resources Manager for the California Department of Water Resources; James Prairie, Hydrologic Engineer for
USBR, and Alex Tardy, Warning Coordination Meteorologist for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
The event was a huge success, with more than 130 attendees at its peak. The speakers presented captivating
presentations, providing a local and federal perspective on the megadrought, along with a historical outlook
and trends that led to this point. With the continued growth and success of the webinars, EMWD is looking
forward to teaming up with Western Municipal Water District, and the Western Riverside Council of
Governments for another highly anticipated event on October 23, 2020, as the RCWTF Speaker Series
examines some of the modern marvels of the water industry, from the Hoover Dam, to the Desalters in Israel,
we expect another successful installment in the series.

Information Exchange, National Waterways Conference and EMWD
National Waterways Conference (NWC) Executive Director Julie Ufner, and
a couple of NWC’s board officers, Tom Ray and Linda Christie, participated
in an exchange where EMWD briefed them on who we are and our federal
priorities, and Julie in turn shared information about NWC and their
priorities.
NWC has historically focused on issues pertaining to navigable waterways but has recently embarked on a
rebranding process to cater more to members who are water suppliers, like EMWD.
EMWD has joined the association at just the right time to participate in the association transformation. NWC
committed to looping EMWD into committees and other NWC efforts that focus on federal legislation and
policy.
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Students Receive Zoom Recognition
EMWD supports several Student of the Month programs
throughout our service area and is a sponsor of the events.
During the pandemic the programs did not miss a beat and
continued to have meetings recognizing the youth in our
communities. The 2020/21 school year began with the
first recognition program in September and will continue
monthly until the end of the school year.

CAPIO Gets Creative with Virtual Events
The California Association of Public Information Officers held a lunch
and learn webinar to discuss virtual events during COVID19. Much of
the program was spent on different A/V equipment needed for events,
press conferences and meetings. Several platforms were discussed as
well as scripts and having a 30-minute maximum on presentations.
Post-event items such as surveys and polls were also discussed.

COVID-19 Relief and Water Infrastructure Legislation Town Hall
On August 24, 2020 staff participated
in a virtual town hall hosted by the
WaterNow Alliance featuring
Representative Jared Huffman who
spoke about COVID-19 relief and
water infrastructure legislation in the
116th Congress.
Representative Huffman discussed the
COVID relief legislation that has
passed, to date, as well as the $3.5 trillion aid package that the House passed, but that had not yet been taken
up by the Senate. He discussed how the House and Senate were still very far apart in terms of their goals and
objective for the next COVID aid package. He also provided a firsthand account of the progress of
appropriations, the Water Resources Development Act, and other water infrastructure efforts. In the 1970’s,
80’s and 90’s water infrastructure was generously funded by the federal government, however that is no
longer the case and he said we need to encourage federal investments in infrastructure.
When asked if he was hearing from constituents about the hardship of paying water bills, he said, no, that he
was hearing from people who couldn’t pay rent, but that he actually had not heard from anyone who was
unable to pay their water bill.
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Federal Legislative Outlook
EMWD Communicates Federal Funding Priorities to
Congressional Delegation: On September 9, 2020,
EMWD sent a letter to each member of its
Congressional Delegation to share EMWD’s federal
infrastructure funding priorities, and request that
these items be included in legislation currently
pending before Congress. Priorities include EMWD’s
$25 million authorization modification language in the
Water Resources Development Act, increased Clean
and Drinking Water State Revolving Funding,
authorizing the Alternative Water Source Pilot
Program, PFAS drinking water remediation grant
programs, reauthorization of the Water Infrastructure
Improvement for the Nation Act (WIIN), and funding
to restore conveyance capacity in the California
Aqueduct, among other priorities.
Comments on “Regulations for Listing Endangered
and Threatened Species and Designating Critical
Habitat: EMWD’s federal associations weighed in on
the proposed federal rule on “Regulations for Listing
Endangered and Threatened Species and Designating
Critical Habitat.” Staff participated in association
meetings to develop comments to propose a
definition of habitat, and critical habitat that strikes
the balance of species protection, while also not being
burdensome to water and wastewater agencies.
Water Utilities ‘Disappointed’ with USEPA Rule on
Bromide Limits: The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA) decision to punt limits on power plant
releases of toxic bromides to state regulators has left
drinking water groups deeply disappointed. The
USEPA released a final rule limiting power plant
wastewater pollutants from ash found at the bottom
of boilers, and from the use of sulfur dioxideremoving controls in waterways; however, the agency
stopped short of requiring the electric utility sector to
limit releases of bromides that interfere with drinking
water treatment processes, an option it had floated in
its 2019 proposal. Instead, the USEPA said it would
leave
it
up
to
individual
state
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 agencies to decide whether bromide limits were
needed at power plants on a “site-specific basis.”
These agencies are charged with issuing Clean Water
Act National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits. Bromides are released into the
waterways by coal-fired power plants using controls
to capture sulfur dioxide emissions from burning coal.
These chemicals interfere with treatment process of
drinking water utilities downstream by forming
harmful byproducts. Tracy Mehan, Executive Director
of the American Water Works Association, said she
was “deeply” disappointed the USEPA chose not to
take “meaningful action” on protecting public health
by neither choosing the zero liquid discharge option,
nor implementing any of the bromide sub-options
that were discussed in the proposal. In an email
Mehan said “EPA has thus placed all of the regulatory
burden of addressing this issue on the state NPDES
agencies, and the financial burden on local water
utilities to address a problem created by others.” The
USEPA justified its decision saying its analysis showed
that bromide discharges are concentrated at a small
number of sites. It also said they are best addressed
using “site-specific, water quality-based effluent
limitations established by NPDES permitting
authorities for the small number of steam electric
power plants that may impact downstream drinking
water treatment plants.”
Reclamation to Streamline National Historic
Preservation Act Compliance for Water Delivery
Structures: The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) is
taking steps to simplify cultural resources compliance
on canals and ditches. USBR is requesting that the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, which
oversees the federal historic preservation process,
grant a “program comment” to document the historic
significance of water distribution systems as a whole,
instead of on a case-by-case basis. “As the nation’s
largest wholesale water supplier with more than
8,000 miles of canals, USBR is in the unique position
to address streamlining compliance for these water 
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 distribution systems,” USBR Commissioner
Brenda Burman said; “This updated process will
improve the cultural resources review and compliance
for [USBR], water districts and state review agencies.”
USBR will be conducting public outreach and seeking
public comment on the proposed Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation program. 

State Legislative Outlook
EMWD’s Two Priority Bills Head to the Governor for
Signature: During the
final days of the 2020
legislative session, the
Irvine Ranch Water
District and San Diego
County Water Authority co-sponsored bill, SB 1386
(Moorlach) Local Government: Assessments, Fees,
and Charges and the Orange County Water District
and California Municipal Utilities Agency cosponsored bill, AB 2560 (Quirk) Water Quality:
Notification Levels and Response Levels made it out of
their respective Floor hearings by way of unanimous
vote. SB 1386 seeks to support a water purveyor’s
ability to appropriately charge residents and
businesses for the costs of constructing, maintaining,
repairing, and replacing public fire hydrants, including
the cost of water distributed through hydrants to aid
in extinguishing fires. This measure reaffirms and
supports the existing law detailed in Proposition 218,
delineating fire hydrant system funding as a propertyrelated service charge. AB 2560 requires the State
Board to comply with specific public notice and
comment procedures when establishing or revising
notification response levels.
EMWD has actively supported both efforts through
the entire legislative session and the District has also
submitted a letter to the Governor, urging his
signature on AB 2560 while also participating in a
coalition letter to also encourage approval of AB 1386.

State Lawmakers Push Late Session Gut and Amend
to Create $3 Billion Fund for Wildfire Prevention:
On August 28, 2020,
Assembly
Member
Richard Bloom and 37
lawmakers
joined
together to push a
late session gut-andamend on AB 1659
(Bloom) Wildfire Prevention and Community
Resilience Act.
This bill would have funded
$500 million for the hiring and training of firefighter
personnel and $2.5 billion to support wildfire
prevention. The funds would have been established
through a half-cent surcharge collected from
ratepayers by the three largest utilities, Pacific Gas
and Electric, Southern California Edison, and San
Diego Gas and Electric, adding 10 years to an existing
utility fee that was just extended last year to pay for
wildfire damages. This controversial measure would
have required customers to shoulder the financial
burden of the fund. Ultimately the bill died on the
Senate Floor, accruing large opposition. If this bill
would have passed, it could have had a potential
impact on EMWD activities with rough estimates
ranging from $250,000 to 500,000 in annual cost.
Ultimately this bill did not move forward, however
many within the Legislature have been pressuring the
Governor to call a Special Session to continue debate
on funding to address wildfires in California.
SAFER Advisory Group Meets to Discuss Funding,
Affordability and Safe Drinking Water Needs
Assessment Progress: On September 11, 2020, the
SAFER Advisory Group met to receive an update on
the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund (Fund),
which as a result of the passage of SB 200 (2019)
receives revenues from the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund quarterly auction of greenhouse gas
reduction credits. In May 2020, the spring auction
resulted in only $26 million in revenues, which was 96percent below the usual auction of credits. This
tremendous decrease caused great concern for the
future of the Fund. The summer auction, which 
www.emwd.org | Page 7

Serving our Community Today and Tomorrow

 was held in mid-August, resulted in $474 million in
revenue, which is still between $150 million to $175
million less than normal, however much better than
projected. State Water Resources Control Board
(State Board) staff indicated that the amount that
would be available for funding the SAFER efforts
would be $529 million in total from all safe drinking
water and state revolving funds, which is an increase
from the initial $496 million estimated in early
summer, which was welcomed news. State Board
staff
also
provided
discussion
on
the
Needs Assessment process, which is currently
exploring methods to define an affordability
threshold. EMWD has been deeply engaged in the
process to develop an alternate proposal to the 1.5
percent median household income (MHI) affordability
threshold that the State Board had utilized in the
initial Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund
Expenditure Plan that was adopted in July 2020. State
Board staff indicated that they anticipate continuing
to utilize the 1.5 percent MHI for the next Safe and
Affordable Drinking Water Fund update to allow for
more time to discuss a methodology for developing an
affordability threshold. This announcement was met
with some pushback from members of the SAFER
Advisory Group. 

EMWD Successes Highlighted in
September eConnect
EMWD distributed its
September eConnect on
September 17, 2020, to more
than 135,000 email accounts.
Articles in the August edition
of the electronic newsletter
included EMWD’s Cal/OSHA
Voluntary Protection
Plan/STAR recertification,
encouraging proactive
readiness for emergencies
during National Emergency
Preparedness Month, EMWD’s
new desalination complex
virtual tour, and an overview
of how EMWD has prepared to
respond to a Public Safety
Power Shutoff.

Sponsorships and Advertisements
EMWD is a proud sponsor of the:
• 35th Annual WateReuse Symposium
• Murrieta Student of the Month
• Temecula Student of the Month
• Menifee Student of the Month
• Perris Student of the Month
• Moreno Valley Student of the Month
Look for EMWD’s advertisements in the following
print and digital publications:
• WateReuse 35th Annual Virtual Symposium
• Municipal Water Leader Magazine
• The CHAT Magazine, Hemet-San Jacinto
Chamber of Commerce
• Menifee 24/7 Online
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Social Media and Website Recap
Facebook: easternmuni
New Followers: 17
Total: 1,444

Website: emwd.org

Twitter: @easternmuni
New Followers: 8
Total: 2,957
Instagram: easternmuni
New Followers: 8
Total: 1,108

September 2020 Web Stats

Total Visits (Sessions) – 65,856
Unique Visitors (Users) – 88,056
Total Pageviews – 176,936

September 2020 Most Popular Pages

No. 1 – emwd.org/pay-my-bill-online
No. 2 – emwd.org/view-billpayment-options
No. 3 – emwd.org/contact-us

YouTube: easternmuni
New Views: 1,400
Total: 40,749
Total: 99

Video Snapshot

EMWD Desalination Complex Virtual Tour
Take a look at how EMWD is desalinating
salty groundwater. EMWD’s Desalination
Program is one of several strategies EMWD is
pursuing to become less reliant on imported
water and move toward the goal of drought
proofing the region and providing reliability
and flexibility to the area’s water supply.
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Hot Posts of the Month

Twitter: @easternmuni

Instagram: @easternmuni

Facebook: easternmuni

Nextdoor: Eastern Municipal Water District
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EMWD in the News
Headlines
August 28 .............EMWD groundwater replenishment project in San Jacinto begins
new phase; main excavation complete ................................................................ (Valley News)
September 1 ........EMWD recognized by Cal/OSHA for safety culture ............................................ (Menifee 24/7)
September 2.........EMWD achieves seventh consecutive Cal STAR safety
recertification.................................................................................................................. (ACWA)
September 3.........EMWD board hears presentation on Southern Wine Country
sewer phasing ....................................................................................................... (Valley News)
September 3 ........EMWD creates CFDs for Del Oro, Citrus Pointe .................................................... (Valley News)
September 3.........FPUD approves additional LAFCO deposit ........................................................... (Village News)
September 4.........EMWD achieves seventh consecutive Cal STAR safety
recertification............................................................................. (Hemet-San Jacinto Chronicle)
September 11.......Norstar given EMWD contract for McCall Boulevard Pipeline
replacement .......................................................................................................... (Valley News)
September 11.......Murrieta discusses city improvement projects .................................................... (Valley News)
September 14 ......EMWD suggests ways to safely store water supply ........................................... (Menifee 24/7)
Mission
The mission of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to advocate the District’s interest in
federal, state and local legislative arenas and to engage
the public and other District stakeholders through
effective cross-media communication for mutual
benefit.

Vision
The vision of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to have EMWD recognized as a
proactive leader in the water industry; and, to
become the main hub for strategic communication
with EMWD stakeholders.

Contact information
publicandgovtaffairs@emwd.org
(951) 928-3777 ext. 3430
Editor: Joyce Messin
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