Public and Governmental Aﬀairs Highlights
October 2019

French Valley Town Hall Showcases EMWD
Achievements and What’s Ahead for 2020
Staff coordinated and attended the annual French Valley Town Hall at
Temecula Preparatory School on October 29, 2019.
In addition to conservation rebate information
and the weather-based irrigation controller
tutorials given, Board Director Phil Paule and
General Manager Paul Jones provided a
presentation on EMWD/French Valley
achievements and construction activities for 2020.
Both Paule and Jones fielded several questions from
those in attendance that varied from drought
concerns to fire flow, and more.
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Director Paule Engages Community at Winchester Municipal Advisory Committee
Director Paule and staff
attended the Winchester
Municipal Advisory Committee
meeting on October 10, 2019,
where Director Paule invited the
audience to his French Valley
Town Hall on October 29, 2019.
Staff also gave an update on the
PFAS issue with regards to our
local groundwater supplies and
answered questions on the topic
from those in attendance.

EMWD Celebrates the Accomplishments of Latinx Businesses at Annual Gala
The Hispanic Association of
Small Businesses (HASB) held its
sixth annual HASB Gala on
October 11, 2019.
President Sullivan and staff
attended the event which was
also attended by the City of
Perris Mayor Michael Vargas,
Supervisor Jeff Hewitt, the Perris
City Council, Perris city staff, and
local Latinx business owners.
The event celebrated Latinx
businesses in the community
and their accomplishments.

Page 2 | www.emwd.org

Serving our Community Today and Tomorrow

EMWD’s Water Leaders
Academy Educates and
Engages Community
Leaders
Eleven current and emerging
community leaders within EMWD’s
service area came together for the
fourth annual Water Leaders
Academy.
Participants spent time with staff
discussing EMWD’s role in the
community, water supplies, water quality, desalination, and emerging issues like PFAS/PFOS. In addition to
staff presentations, participants toured EMWD’s Desalination Complex and the Perris Valley Regional Water
Reclamation Facility.
The Water Leaders Academy prepares participants to serve as water ambassadors, who can help educate the
community on local, state, and regional issues.

EMWD Joins Boy Scouts to Honor Community Leadership
Director David Slawson and a number of guests attended the Boy Scouts of
America Distinguished Citizen Award event in Moreno Valley on October 16,
2019. The Scouts honored Moreno Valley Unified School District
Superintendent Martinrex Kedziora for his work in the schools and the
community.
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EMWD ‘Wakes-up’ With Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce
Director David Slawson attended the Wake-up
Moreno Valley event on October 23, 2019, hosted
by the Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce.
The event was sponsored by Kaiser and the keynote
presentation was an update on what the March
Joint Powers Authority is doing for its
redevelopment efforts.
The event also included the Riverside County
Sheriff’s Department promoting its holiday toy
drives for children.

EMWD Showcases Successful Partnerships at Utility Boot Camp
EMWD General Manager Paul Jones joined the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California and other regional water agency general managers
for a Water and Housing lunch panel at the Building Industry Association
Show’s Utility Book Camp on October 23, 2019.
Other panel members included Jeff
Kightlinger from the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern
California, John Kennedy from
Orange County Water District, and
Joone Lopez from Moulton Niguel
Water District. Charley Wilson
from the Southern California
Water Coalition moderated the
discussion centered around water
supply reliability, the
importance of
groundwater
management and
water quality, and
how partnerships
between builders and
utilities can lead to
successful
development projects.
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EMWD Kicks Off
Fall WaterFest with
Patrick the Poo!
EMWD recently held its
biennial WaterFest event at
EMWD’s headquarters in
Perris.
The event, held on a Saturday
morning, provided
approximately 200 customers
with an opportunity to visit
various booths representing
EMWD’s services as well as
conservation vendor booths.

Vendors and Suppliers Connect with EMWD
Staff at Annual Luncheon
EMWD hosted it’s 3rd Annual Connection Luncheon in late
October 2019. More than 80 business professionals attended
the luncheon to learn how to do business with EMWD.
Executive management presented an overview of EMWD and
information regarding current and upcoming business
opportunities. Key staff members from Purchasing and
Contracts as well as other departments met one-on-one with
those who had specific questions.
The program is designed to develop a dialog and a closer
working relationship between EMWD and the vendor and
supplier community.
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Water Affordability Takes Center Stage at Riverside County Water Task Force
On October 25, 2019, Eastern Municipal Water
District along with Western Municipal Water
District and the Western Riverside Council of
Governments, hosted the fifth event of the 2019
RCWTF Speaker Series.
The event, emceed by EMWD General Manager
Paul Jones, brought together Katie Porter
(CUWA/Brown and Caldwell) and Dr. Kurt
Schwabe (University of California, Riverside) to
discuss water pricing and the role it plays into
the broader topic of affordability.
The event welcomed more than 30 community
leaders and members for the last Riverside
County Water Task Force Speaker Series event in
2019. The next series will begin in 2020.

EMWD Briefs New State Water Resources Control Board Members on Key Issues
On October 14, 2019, EMWD’s General Manager and Public and Governmental Affairs staff met with recently
appointed State Water Resources Control Board Members Laurel Firestone and Sean Maguire. The meetings
were very productive with discussion topics including an EMWD overview, next steps for SB 414, a discussion
on the local affordability study that EMWD commissioned the University of California at Riverside to complete,
and an update on EMWD’s water use efficiency programs and projects. Both members were very interested in
the information and expressed an interest in learning more about EMWD’s efforts.

Legislative Summit Highlights Safety, SOS Initiatives and Homelessness
Staff attended and hosted an
information table at the 2019
Legislative Summit held at South
Coast Winery.
Speakers for the event included
Michael Beauchamp from
Caltrans, Mathew Adams from
the Building Industry Association
of San Diego, and Natalie Komuro
from Riverside County.
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Southern California Fair: Field Trip Day
October 8, 2019 was “Sunshine Days” at the Southern
California Fair located in Perris. “Sunshine Days” is a
special day that is closed to the general public, but open
to schools located throughout Riverside County to
attend for free as a field trip. Students get to tour the
fairgrounds, see the animals, and enjoy activities at
vendor booths.
EMWD hosted a booth at the event, providing students
with the opportunity to learn about how safety is a
priority to EMWD, including a craft highlighting personal
protective equipment (PPE). Students created their own
PPE person by drawing, coloring, and gluing on pre-cut
fabric pieces of various PPE, such as hard hats, ear
protection, welding aprons, safety glasses, safety vests,
gloves and steel-toed boots.
More than half of the 800 students who visited EMWD’s
booth came from schools in EMWD’s service area in
Moreno Valley.

Go on an Adventure with Gobi
Gobi’s A-Maze-Ing Adventure game was created
to help educate youth about water and how
EMWD provides customers with a safe, reliable,
and clean supply of water for drinking, irrigation
and recreational uses. The game also explains
what happens to the water once it goes down
the drain and how customers can help keep
systems running smoothly.
Players guide Gobi through the maze collecting
water drops and answering questions about
how to properly dispose of fats, oil, and grease;
wipes, cotton pads and swabs; and other
personal hygiene products. They also learn
about recycled water.
At the end of the game, depending how many water drops and questions the player gets right, they are given
their score, and receive recommendations for reading one of EMWD’s education books.
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Monthly eConnect Promotes Water Quality and Sewer Safety
EMWD’s October eConnect -highlighting September 2019
accomplishments -- was
distributed on October 17, 2019.
The monthly update provided
information on PFAS and
EMWD’s drinking water supplies;
encouraged people to avoid
putting needles down the drain
in order to protect our sewer
system and employees, and
EMWD’s award-winning recycled
water retrofit program.
More than 125,000 people
subscribe to eConnect.

Community Sponsorships
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Oct. 1 – Temecula Legislative
Summit event Sponsor
Oct. 9 – Menifee and Perris
Student of the Month event
Sponsor
Oct. 9 – Moreno Valley
Student of the Month event
Sponsor
Oct. 10 – Temecula Student of
the Month event Sponsor
Oct. 11 – Hispanic Association
of Small Business event
Sponsor
Oct. 16 – Boy Scouts
Distinguished Citizen Awards
event Sponsor
Oct. 17 – Hemet-San Jacinto
Student of the Month event
Sponsor
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EMWD Collaborates with other Western States
During the annual conference of the Western Coalition of Arid States (WESTCAS) from
October 23-25, 2019, Director Sullivan and staff continued their decades-long collaboration
with the stakeholders around the arid west. Overcoming New Challenges to Arid West
Resiliency was the title of the conference that included insightful presentations on PFAS,
federal legislative issues impacting the arid west, updates on mine litigation and a
presentation on water reuse advancements in Arizona. Also, unique to WESTCAS, at each
conference, attendees hear updates from each state in attendance. These state updates
include the latest developments on both the regulatory and legislative fronts from each
state in attendance. The group also heard from the Director of Outreach for Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick,
a member of the House Subcommittee on Energy and Water Appropriations who shared the happenings of
this appropriations committee, as well
as, the current challenges facing
southern Arizona. And, lastly,
WESTCAS honored Brad Hiltscher, the
Executive Legislative Representative of
the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California, for his decades of
advocacy benefitting Southern
California and the arid west.

Federal Legislative Outlook
Federal Legislative PFAS Update: Dozens of House
Democrats are threatening to oppose the Fiscal 2020
National Defense Authorization Act if it doesn’t
address cleanup liability and water permitting
requirements for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances,
also known as PFAS.
In a letter sent on
October 22, 2019, to the chairs and ranking members
of the House and Senate armed services committees,
68 lawmakers urged a conference committee to retain
House-passed provisions that would designate PFAS as
hazardous chemicals under the federal Superfund law,
as well as, requiring PFAS to be regulated as discharges
under the Clean Water Act. “Meaningful PFAS
provisions were adopted in both the House and Senate
authorization bills that we should be able to find
common ground on,” states the letter, led by
Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI). Representative
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) was the only Republican to
sign.

Senate to Consider a FY 2020 ‘Mini-Bus’ Spending
Package: Amid the looming impeachment probe in
the House, the Senate is pushing forward with several
spending bills ahead of the November 21, 2019,
deadline before government funding runs out again.
On October 22, 2019, the Senate agreed to move
ahead with a package of Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 spending
bills that includes U.S. Department of the Interior and
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency funding, a
modest breakthrough after months of partisan
appropriations gridlock. A major stumbling block to
real Congressional progress on the spending measures
is that the House and Senate have yet to agree on
unified spending level numbers for all twelve
appropriations bills – known as 302(b) spending
allocations in Washington parlance. If, or once, that is
achieved, the issue of border wall funding, along with
other hot button policy items, will still need to be
sorted out between Congress and the Administration.
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State Legislative Outlook
OEHHA Hosts Public Outreach Events on the
“Achieving the Human Right to Water in California”
Public Draft Report and Webinar Tool:
On
October 3, 2019, the Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) initiated its public
outreach on their recently released draft report,
“Achieving the Human Right to Water in California, an
Assessment of the State’s Community Water System,”
and the related web-based tool by hosting a webinar
to discuss both efforts. The report, which is intended
to be utilized to inform the public and decision makers,
on three components – water quality, water
accessibility and water affordability – along with the
indicators that comprise each component for all public
water systems throughout the state, are anticipated to
be adopted in early 2020. The web-based tool utilizes
the data generated for each public water system to
provide a score for each of the three previously
identified components. In addition to the webinar,
OEHHA and the State Water Resources Control Board
staff also hosted an academic workshop on
October 11, 2019, and a technical meeting with
environmental justice advocates and water system
representatives on October 17, 2019, to further vet
the indicators and the proposed tool, both of which
EMWD staff participated in. While OEHHA indicated
that the tool is intended to provide a historical
snapshot of how well each system is doing in achieving
the Human Right to Water, there is great concern that
this report, and the related tool, will be utilized as an
enforcement mechanism and will further result in
legislative activity. Staff will continue to participate in
OEHHA sponsored events and work with associations,
including the Association of California Water Agencies
and the California Municipal Utilities Association, to
articulate concerns and raise questions in advance of
final completion of the report.
Deadline for the Governor to Sign and Veto State
Legislation Passes: October 13, 2019, was the last day
for Governor Gavin Newsom to consider the 1,042 bills
that had made it to his desk by the conclusion of the
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2019 legislative session. The California Senate Office
of Research has reported that the average first-year
veto rate for new administrations was 13.8 percent, of
which Governor Newsom surpassed in his first year as
Governor. Of the 1,042 bills that made it out of the
Legislature, the Governor signed 870 and vetoed 172
for a 16.51 percent veto rate. Notable bills that the
Governor vetoed included:
AB 1184 (Gloria) Local Agency Email Retention
Mandate: This bill would have required public
agencies to keep all emails for two years. This
would have impacted the current law, which
allows for public agencies to dispose of
duplicate records that are less than two years
old when they are no longer required, and
would have further caused a significant
increase in costs for public agencies due to
storage and retention costs.
SB 1 (Atkins) California Environmental, Public
Health, and Workers Defense Act of 2019:
Intended to establish baseline federal
environmental, public health, and employee
standards for California; defining those
standards as those that were in effect as of
January 1, 2017. The bill further sunsets those
requirements by January 20, 2025, as an effort
to circumvent any regulatory rollbacks by the
federal government under the Trump
Administration. The Governor vetoed this bill
due to potential impacts to voluntary
settlement agreements and the emergence of
advanced scientific data that could have
impacted further progress within the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
A comprehensive outline of legislative and
administrative actions on priority bills to EMWD will
be included in EMWD’s Annual Legislative Report,
which is anticipated to be completed in midNovember 2019.
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Social Media and Website Recap
Facebook: easternmuni
New likes: 5
Total: 1,213

Website: emwd.org

Twitter: @easternmuni
New Followers: 21
Total: 2,853
Instagram: easternmuni
New Followers: 32
Total: 852

October 2019 Web Stats

Total Visits (Sessions) – 84,639
Unique Visitors (Users) – 59,701
Total Pageviews – 154,348

Most Popular Pages

No. 1 – Bill Payment Options
No. 2 – Contact Us
No. 3 – Career Opportunities

YouTube: easternmuni
New Views: 449
Total: 28,567
Total: 94

Hot Posts of the Month

Twitter: @easternmuni

Instagram: @easternmuni

Facebook: easternmuni
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Video Snapshot
Imagine A Day Without Water
EMWD promoted “Imagine a Day Without Water” on
October 23, 2019.
We don't often think twice about how water gets to
and leaves our homes, businesses and schools...but
we should.

EMWD in the News
Headlines
Oct. 17 ............Imagine a Day Without Water ............................................................. Hemet San Jacinto Chronicle
Oct. 14 ............Imagine a Day Without Water ............................................. Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce
Oct. 10 ............Riverside County LAFCO conveys FPUD/Rainbow reorganization to
San Diego LAFCO ............................................................................................................ Valley News
Oct. 10 ............Imagine a Day Without Water ....................................................................................... Valley News
Oct. 10 ............San Jacinto City Council continues hearing on Luiseno Village project ......................... Valley News
Oct. 9 ..............Imagine a Day Without Water ................................................... Perris Progress and Valley Sentinel
Oct. 8 ..............Firefighting foam leaves toxic legacy in California water ................................................... LA Times
Oct. 4 ..............Riverside judge dismisses challenge to WMWD water rate structure; a
victory for customers who use water efficiently ........................................................... Valley News
Oct. 3 ..............Temecula corn maze has many paths – and a message .......................................... Press Enterprise

Mission
The mission of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to advocate the District’s interest in
federal, state and local legislative arenas and to
engage the public and other District stakeholders
through effective cross-media communication for
mutual benefit.
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Vision
The vision of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to have EMWD recognized as a
proactive leader in the water industry; and, to
become the main hub for strategic
communication with EMWD stakeholders.

Contact information
publicandgovtaffairs@emwd.org
(951) 928-3777 ext. 3430
Editor: Joyce Messin

