Public and Governmental Affairs Highlights
August 2019

Moreno Valley Chamber of
Commerce State of the City
Focuses on Economy and
Safety
EMWD Board Vice President
Phil Paule and Director David Slawson
attended the Moreno Valley State of
the City event on August 22, 2019, at
the Moreno Valley Conference Center.
The City’s address focused on
economic development and public
safety, as well as, the strides the City
has made in quality of life and job
opportunities for its residents.
EMWD was recognized during the
event for its longstanding partnership
with the city.
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United States Army Corps of
Engineers Celebrates
Partnership with EMWD
On Thursday, August 8, 2019, Colonel
Aaron Barta, Commander of the United
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Los Angeles Division and his team
joined EMWD staff for a tour of
EMWD’s Desalination Complex and a
ribbon cutting photo opportunity at the
newly operational Well 94.
The morning kicked off with a briefing from General Manager Paul Jones, and Assistant General Manager
Joe Mouawad, on EMWD’s desalination program. During the briefing, Colonel Barta was able to ask questions
and start a discussion regarding the future of the program. Following the briefing, Water Operations staff
provided a tour of EMWD’s Desalination Complex.
Colonel Barta and USACE representatives then traveled to Well 94 for a brief walk through of the well site.
The team also celebrated the completion of the well and the partnership between EMWD and the USACE with
a ribbon cutting photo opportunity.
During their time with staff, Colonel Barta and his team were able to see firsthand the outcome of EMWD’s
partnership with USACE and how it benefits the community.
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San Jacinto City Council Updated on Groundwater Reliability Plus Initiative
EMWD General Manager
Paul Jones provided a
Groundwater Reliability Plus
presentation to the San Jacinto
City Council on August 6, 2019.
Jones gave an overview of
EMWD’s Water Banking and
Purified Water Replenishment
programs, and also the
proposed San Jacinto Valley
Raw Water Pipeline that will
traverse the city.
The Council was very
appreciative and gave a lot of
praise to EMWD for its work in
preparing to meet the
community’s water supply
needs in the future.
“EMWD is doing an excellent
job,” Councilwoman Crystal
Ruiz said. “You guys are always
at the top of your game and
always looking out for the
citizens in our community.”
Mayor Russ Utz asked about the timing of the pipeline due to the city’s widening of Esplanade Avenue. City
Manager Rob Johnson assured him EMWD will have its pipeline in first before the city does its widening.
Councilman Andrew Kotyuk asked about turf removal funding and then praised EMWD for being a model
statewide among water agencies.

Groundwater Reliability Plus Presentations
Date

Event

Location

Presenter

August 1 .................................Moreno Valley Morning Rotary .....................Moreno Valley .............Kevin Pearson
August 6 .................................San Jacinto City Council meeting ...................San Jacinto ........................Paul Jones
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Riverside County Water Task
Force Discusses the Sources
and Impacts of PFOA and PFOS
On August 23, 2019, EMWD along with
Western Municipal Water District
(WMWD) and the Western Riverside
Council of Governments hosted the fourth
event of the 2019 Riverside County Water
Task Force Speaker Series.
The event was emceed by General
Manager Paul Jones. Sarah Macdonald,
WMWD’s new Director of Strategic
Communications, provided the legislative
update. Both Mike Markus from Orange
County Water District and
Allison Mackenzie from Babcock Labs
provided great insight for attendees with
respect to sources and impacts of PFOA
and PFOS, while also sharing information
about evolving reporting requirements
and laboratory testing modifications to
ensure the safety and quality of our local
drinking water.

Regional Trends and Future Plans Highlight
Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce
Southwest Regional Economic Forecast
On August 16, 2019, the Temecula Chamber of Commerce
hosted the annual Economic Forecast Breakfast held at
South Coast Winery.
Presentations included regional job market trends, as well
as, future development planned in cities in Southwest
Riverside County.
EMWD staffed an expo table and provided information on
agency statistics, conservation efforts, Healthy Sewers,
and promotional items.
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EMWD Hosts Gulf Coast
Water Authority for
Briefing and Tour
EMWD Board President Ron Sullivan
and staff welcomed guests from the
Gulf Coast Water Authority (GCWA)
on August 20, 2019, for a briefing on
EMWD and the desalination
program, as well as, a tour of
EMWD’s Desalination Complex.
GCWA guests included
Brandon Wade, GCWA Deputy
General Manager; Brad Matlock,
GCWA Board member;
Shane Hamilton, GCWA Board
member; and Kevin Moore, GCWA
Board member.

DVL Recreation Ad Hoc Committee Meeting
On August 14, 2019, EMWD hosted the Diamond Valley Lake
(DVL) Recreation Ad Hoc meeting where stakeholders from
around the region came together to discuss advancing
recreation at DVL.
The committee heard updates regarding the joint efforts
between the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
and EMWD to provide water and sewer utilities to the marina,
heard updates on the trail network between DVL and Lake
Skinner, new way-finding signs, wave attenuators, the marina
concessionaire, the expansion of the Western Center Academy,
as well as, the recreation master plan that Valley-Wide is
embarking on.
The committee also discussed opportunities to pursue grants for
advancing recreation.
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EMWD Fill Station Cools Off Back To School Participants

EMWD staff hosted the Water Bottle Fill Station at the Murrieta Back to School Bash on August 3, 2019, where
more than 1,000 area students received backpacks that included a reusable EMWD water bottle.
The event at The Bridge Church in Murrieta provided an opportunity for EMWD to promote its fill station and
many people used the fill station throughout the course of the day. Event organizers repeatedly thanked
EMWD for their attendance and support of the event.

EMWD Supports Mt. San
Jacinto Community College
(MSJC) ‘Center’ Status for
Temecula Valley Campus
As a continuation of EMWD’s longstanding
partnership with MSJC, EMWD weighed in
with a letter to support MSJC’s effort to
secure “Center” Status for the Temecula
Valley MSJC Campus. The California
Chancellor of Community Colleges has
received overwhelming support from the
community to make this designation for MSJC.
EMWD is a proponent of improving access and higher education opportunities to region, and achieving
“center” status is a positive step in that direction. Establishing a campus in Temecula aligns with EMWD’s
goals, as well as the regional workforce and economic development goals. An MSJC campus in Temecula is a
win-win!
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State Legislative Outlook
SB 414: Small System Water Authority Act: On July 10,
2019, EMWD, California Municipal Utilities Association
(CMUA), and representatives from Senator Caballero’s
office met with legislative and legal staff from the State
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to discuss SB
414, EMWD’s co-sponsored legislation. SWRCB staff
expressed concerns regarding the extensive local agency
formation commission (LAFCO) process in the bill, along
with concerns over the statutory timelines, lack of
flexibility in utilizing the formation tool, and they also
expressed an interest to expand the application of the
tool to beyond the current listed noncompliant water
systems in order to be able to form Small System Water
Authorities in the future. EMWD and CMUA worked with
legal counsel to revise the language to address all of the
outstanding concerns by the SWRCB. Staff has been
reaching out to stakeholders including California LAFCO,
the Association of California Water Agencies, the
California Special Districts Association, the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California and others along
with the various committee consultants to make them
aware of the significant changes to the bill.
Senate Subcommittee Holds Informational Hearing to
Analyze De-energization of the Power Grid During
Wildfire Events: On August 14, 2019, the Senate
Subcommittee on Gas, Electric, and Transportation
Safety held an informational hearing on the electricity
grid de-energization process that has been established
to address wildfire threats. The hearing, entitled “With
Great Power Come Great Responsibility: Preparing for
Electric Utility De-Energization” explored the current
public safety power shutoff policies and procedures
where members of the committee expressed deep and
profound concern regarding the current process,
notification procedures, impacts related to the lengthy
shutoffs and re-energization of the grid. Impacts and
concerns to water and wastewater systems were a
common topic of conversation throughout the hearing
and there were many calls for the Legislature to make
the Public Safety Power Shut-off Protocols process a
temporary solution because this is a response to energy
utility systems that cannot withstand the current 

conditions. Several Legislatures on the Subcommittee
expressed interest in introducing legislation pertaining
to public agency oversight for investor owned utilities
that propose to de-energize the system, expanded and
broader notification protocols prior to de-energization
and re-energization, expanded funding for energy
storage and back-up energy generators, and better and
continued collaboration requirements with local
governments.
State Water Resources Control Board Meeting Focuses
on Implementation of the Human Right to Water: On
August 20, 2019, SWRCB received an extensive update
on the implementation of the Human Right to Water
legislation that was passed in 2012 through AB 685 by
then Assembly Member Eng. The legislation, which was
highly controversial at the time, established policy of the
state that every human being has the right to safe, clean,
affordable, and accessible water adequate for human
consumption, cooking and sanitary purposes. The
legislation further directed relevant state agencies to
consider this policy when revising, adopting, or
establishing policies, regulations, and grant criteria. In
addition to considering the Human Right to Water
implementation,
SWRCB
also
discussed
the
implementation of the Safe and Affordable Drinking
Water Program that was established through the
passage of SB 200; and also received a report on the
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
report entitled “Achieving the Human Right to Water in
California: An Assessment of the State’s Community
Water Systems,” which seeks to quantify public water
systems progress towards ensuring safe, reliable, and
affordable water service.
Confirmation Hearings for Laurel Firestone and
Sean Maguire: On August 21, 2019, confirmation
hearings
were
held for SWRCB Members
Laurel Firestone and Sean Maguire in the Senate Rules
Committee. Originally appointed to the position by
Governor Newsom in February 2019, the confirmation
hearings had been a long time coming.
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Social Media and Website Recap
Facebook: easternmuni
New likes: 23
Total: 1,203

Website: emwd.org

Twitter: @easternmuni
New Followers: 23
Total: 2,806

Instagram: easternmuni
New Followers: 21
Total: 807

August 2019 Web Stats

Most Popular Pages

Total Visits (Sessions) – 90,791
Unique Visitors (Users) – 60,462
Total Pageviews – 159,742

No. 1 – View Bill/Payment Options
No. 2 – Contact Us
No. 3 – Start/Stop Service Request

YouTube: easternmuni
New Views: 512
Total: 27,653
Total: 92

Hot Posts of the Month

Facebook: easternmuni Twitter: @easternmuni
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Monthly eConnect News

Sponsorships and Advertisements


The August 2019
eConnect highlighted
community events in
Hemet, Quail Valley and
Murrieta with a focus on
Groundwater Reliability
Plus, new sewer to the
Quail Valley community,
and the Chamber Mega
Mixer where EMWD
shared information
about healthy sewers,
water use efficiency,
recycled water and policy
initiatives.




August 15, 2019, Temecula Chamber of
Commerce Southwest Economic Forecast Program Ad and Exhibit Booth
August 22-23, 2019, California Water Data
Summit - Logo on Event Website
August 22, 2019, Moreno Valley State of the
City - Table of 8 and Logo on
Marketing/Social Media

The eConnect was
successfully delivered to
more than 115,000 email
addresses and had a 23% open rate, with more
than 50 percent of its readers viewing using a
mobile device.

EMWD in the News
Headlines
August 14 .. First phase of Quail Valley sewer project complete ........................................................................ Menifee 24/7
August 14 .. EMWD hosts 'First Flush' event for new Quail Valley sewer system .................................................Valley News
August 3 .... EMWD annual report highlights water service quality ................................................................... Menifee 24/7
July 31 ....... Menifee’s Quail Valley celebrates $16.5 million project that hooked 158 homes to sewer ...... Press-Enterprise
Mission
The mission of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to advocate the District’s interest in
federal, state and local legislative arenas and to
engage the public and other District stakeholders
through effective cross-media communication for
mutual benefit.

Vision
The vision of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to have EMWD recognized as a
proactive leader in the water industry; and, to
become the main hub for strategic
communication with EMWD stakeholders.

Contact information
publicandgovtaffairs@emwd.org
(951) 928-3777 ext. 3430
Editor: Joyce Messin
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