Public and Governmental Affairs Highlights
April 2019

EMWD Participates in Annual
Conference, Educating
Attendees about
Groundwater Reliability Plus
and Service Area Investments
On March 29, 2019, EMWD Board
members and staff participated in the
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
(SAWPA) annual conference.
EMWD Board President Ron Sullivan,
who also serves as the SAWPA Chair,
provided the welcome and General
Manager Paul Jones participated on a
panel to discuss future investments in
the watershed. EMWD staff hosted a
booth at the conference, with a focus on
Groundwater Reliability Plus and
desalination efforts.
In addition, President Sullivan had the
pleasure of presenting an award to the
Inland Empire Energy Center for their
contributions to discharge through the
brine line, while meeting all regulatory
standards and permitting requirements.
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Collaboration Highlighted at
California Water Policy Conference
On April 4-5, 2019, Vice President Paule, EMWD
staff and CivicSpark Water Fellows attended the
California Water Policy conference in San Diego.
Notable speakers at the conference included
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Board Chair Gloria Gray, State Water Resources
Control Board Chair E. Joaquin Esquivel, and U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Brenda
Burman.
Among the key messages of the conference, the
value of collaboration was highlighted as an
important factor in addressing the water
challenges of the future.

Snapshot!
On April 16, 2019, stakeholders gathered in Blythe
near the Colorado River to dedicate the Dennis
Underwood Conservation Area. This recently
dedicated conservation area encompasses about
635 acres, which expands riparian habitat in the
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation
Program in the service area of Palo Verde Irrigation
District, and will add to the cottonwood-willow, and
mesquite covered lands in the conservation area.
Among others, U.S Bureau of Reclamation
Commissioner Brenda Burman and Director Record
participated in the dedication event.
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President Sullivan is Recognized at the Texas Water Days in Washington D.C.

Advancing EMWD’s federal legislative and policy agenda requires advancing a variety of strategies. One
strategy that EMWD finds effective is fostering alliances with other entities in the arid west that share our
challenges and federal goals. One entity that EMWD has partnered with for years is the Texas Water
Conservation Association (TWCA).
President Sullivan led the way to forge EMWD’s relationship with Texas and was recognized for his hard work
at the Texas Water Days during the first week of April 2019.
Like Texas, California continues to advocate for targeted Endangered Species Act (ESA) reform. We share an
interest in a comprehensive approach in the development of habitat conservation plans and other voluntary
conservation agreements, rather than perpetuating overly simplistic single species efforts. We also support
integrating ESA permitting requirements with other federal mandates like the National Environmental Policy
Act and Clean Water Act Section 404 permits to streamline and minimize duplication of permitting efforts.
Other priorities that EMWD and Texas have in common include the adoption of a Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS)
rule that provides clarity for managing water bodies, and other water facilities constructed adjacent to
WOTUS.
Texas agencies are leading the way on indirect potable reuse, so we are working jointly to ensure federal
funding is available to assist with these recycled water and potable reuse projects that are so vitally important
to our communities.
Due to the good work of President Sullivan and key stakeholders in Texas, Californians and Texans continue
working together to increase federal investment in our nation’s water resource priorities to preserve and
enhance society’s needs for economic growth and protection from floods.
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EMWD’s Co-Sponsored Legislation Passes Out of
Both Senate Policy Committees with Unanimous
Support
EMWD’s co-sponsored legislation SB 414 (Caballero) Small System
Water Authority Act of 2019, was taken up for consideration in the
Senate Governance and Finance Committee on Wednesday, March 27,
2019, and the Senate Environmental Quality Committee on
Wednesday, April 3, 2019. SB 414 was successful in passing out of both
committees with unanimous vote.
SB 414 was then taken up in the Senate Appropriations Committee on
Monday, April 22, 2019, where it was automatically assigned to the
Suspense File, which is a standard procedure for bills of significant cost
to the state. SB 414 will be taken up along with the remainder of the
Suspense File in the first weeks of May.
If successful in getting off of the Suspense File, SB 414 will then be
taken up on the Senate floor where all members of the Senate will have
an opportunity to vote on the bill.
In the meantime, EMWD and the California Municipal Utilities
Association continue to conduct outreach on the bill and increase the
list of supporters. To date, more than 30 cities, water districts,
associations, and economic development organizations have formally
supported SB 414.

EMWD and WateReuse Lead Development of National Water Reuse Action Plan
General Manager Paul Jones presented at an April 18, 2019 meeting
convened by WateReuse, to develop recommendations for the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed Water Reuse Action
Plan.
As the President of the National WateReuse association, Jones is a key
leader in the development of this “first of its kind” national plan to
promote water reuse across the nation.
The draft Water Reuse Action Plan will be released for public comment
in conjunction with the 2019 WateReuse Symposium in San Diego,
California.
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EMWD Hops into Spring with the City of Menifee
President Sullivan and staff
attended the City of Menifee’s
annual Spring Fest event held
on April 13, 2019, which also
celebrated the grand opening
of Menifee’s Central Park.
President Sullivan and staff provided customers with
information on EMWD’s services and programs. Staff also
answered a handful of questions, including those about
water quality and conservation.
More than 300 children visited the EMWD booth where
staff hosted a craft table for guests to make water cycle
bracelets, as well as coloring books and crayons.

An Egg-citing Day at Springtastic Festival
EMWD Board Director David Slawson joined hundreds of Moreno Valley area youth
and their families at the city's annual Springtastic Egg Hunt and Festival held at
Sunnymead Park on April 13, 2019.
EMWD’s Water Bottle Fill Station helped quench the thirst of festival-goers after
they proudly collected their eggs during the scavenger hunt. One guest even
brought her own EMWD reusable water bottle to the fill station.
During the event, staff answered questions from residents about water quality, job
opportunities and rebate programs.
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EMWD Recognized for Statewide Water Tax
Education and Healthy Sewers Outreach
At the California Association of Public Information Officials
(CAPIO) Excellence in Public Information (EPIC) Awards
Dinner on April 10, 2019, EMWD was honored with two
awards for outstanding communications.
EMWD received the EPIC Award in both the “Dollar
Stretcher” and “Communications/Marketing Plans, InHouse, Large Population” categories for Water Tax
Education and for the Healthy Sewers Outreach Campaign,
respectively.
CAPIO is a statewide professional organization, dedicated to advancing public sector communications through
training, education and advocacy work. Each year, CAPIO recognizes the best in public information and
communications at its EPIC Awards dinner, which is part of the annual week-long conference for statewide
communications and public information professionals.

Groundwater Reliability Plus Perks Up Perris
On April 2, 2019, EMWD hosted nearly 30 members of the
Perris Valley Chamber of Commerce during the Chamber’s
monthly Perk Up Perris event.
Staff provided attendees with an overview of EMWD’s
Groundwater Reliability Plus initiative – focusing on the Perris II
Desalter and EMWD’s desalination program, as well as Water
Banking, and Purified Water Replenishment. Attendees were
also provided information regarding SB 414 (Caballero), SB 669
(Caballero) and the various bills and budget trailer bill where a
water tax is proposed.
Attendees asked questions ranging on topics from how
wastewater is treated to where recycled water is currently
stored.
EMWD has been asked to host Perk Up Perris again later this
year in order to provide Chamber members with updates on
the Groundwater Reliability Plus program and other EMWD
initiatives.
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EMWD Recognized
as Historical Society
Sponsor
EMWD sponsored the
Moreno Valley Historical
Society Dinner on
April 5, 2019, and was
recognized several times
throughout the evening for
its contributions to the
community over the years.
Director David Slawson and
staff attended the event at
the Moreno Valley
Conference and Recreation
Center and interacted with
guests and leaders who were
in attendance. EMWD also
donated a water-wise gift
basket for the event's silent
auction.

Spring Fun Run at Clearwater Elementary School
On April 1, 2019, Clearwater Elementary held its Spring Fun Run to help
students accumulate more miles toward their 100-mile goal. With less
than three months left, the participating students are running, jogging,
and walking to their 100-mile goal to receive the signature Gold Medal.
EMWD shares the goal of promoting tap water as the drink of choice.
CivicSpark Fellow Khrystal Alas and
Senior Customer Service Representative
Lisa Reyes handed out gift bags with
EMWD promotional items to the 100
Mile Club® participants in attendance of
the run. With this, staff hopes to
encourage more students to participate
in the program and motivate them to
complete the 100-mile challenge.

www.emwd.org | Page 7

Serving our Community Today and Tomorrow

Day of the Young Child Event
EMWD's Portable Water Bottle Filling Station was
a big hit at Mt. San Jacinto College’s (MSJC) "Day
of the Young Child" event on April 6, 2019, in
San Jacinto. Customers came out to enjoy all of
the activities at the MSJC campus and stopped by
the EMWD booth to get a cold, refreshing cup of
tap water to keep them hydrated.

EMWD Hosts Annual Leadership
Moreno Valley Tour
EMWD hosted the annual Leadership Moreno
Valley tour for business and community leaders
from the Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce
on April 18, 2019.
The tour included stops at the Perris Water
Filtration Plant and the Moreno Valley Regional
Water Reclamation Facility, where the group saw the operations for both water and wastewater treatments.
EMWD used the tour as an opportunity to promote its Groundwater Reliability Plus initiative. EMWD also
spoke about its future plans for Water Banking and Purified Water Replenishment.

Monthly eConnect News

Sponsorships and Advertisements

March eConnect highlights
included an update on SB 414
and EMWD's efforts to
propose an alternative to a
water tax; promoted EMWD’s
Residential Drip Retrofit Kit
program that is funded by the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation;
and the groundbreaking of the
Perris II Desalter. The email
distribution was successfully
delivered to more than
110,000 email addresses with
an open rate of 23 percent,
which continues to exceed the
industry average.

Municipal Water Leader Magazine (Full Page) –
April Edition
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State Legislative Outlook
EMWD Supports AB 1588 Allowing Military Service
on Water and Wastewater Projects Translate into
Experience in the Water and Wastewater Treatment
Operator Certification: On March 18, 2019, EMWD
supported the San Diego County Water Authority and
Otay Water District sponsored AB 1588 (Gloria/Gray)
Drinking Water and Wastewater Operator
Certification, which would allow for service on
relevant water or wastewater treatment projects
conducted during military service to translate into
credit towards certification in the water and
wastewater treatment fields for civilian service.
Several other states, including Washington, Texas,
North Carolina, and Pennsylvania already provide
paths to allow the application of equivalency
standards to credit military experiences toward state
or industry certifications in the water and wastewater
treatment and distribution fields. Currently, no similar
pathway or equivalency standard process for military
veterans in California exists. However, AB 1588 seeks
to address this issue. AB 1588 was taken up in the
Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials
Committee on April 9, 2019, where it passed out
unanimously.
Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia Bill Establishing a
Safe Drinking Water Fund Substantially Amended to
Include a Water Tax: AB 217 by Assemblymember
Eduardo Garcia was substantially amended on
Tuesday, March 20, 2019, and is now called the
Safe Drinking Water for All Californians Act.
Assemblymember Garcia is characterizing this new
version of the bill as a “portfolio approach,” however
many of the implementing details have been left blank
or have yet to be included. The bill as amended
includes nitrate related fees on dairies, fertilizer, and
confined animal non-dairy facilities. However, it does
not include language on regulatory relief, which may
come into play later in the session. In addition to the
agriculture related fees, the bill establishes a Trust in
the State Treasury and appropriates $200 million
annually for five years for a total of $1 billion, and it 

also includes a Safe and Affordable Drinking Water
Fee that would be levied against all water providers.
The details of the fee are largely absent, however the
language states that the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB) will establish a fee by
regulation through the emergency regulatory process,
and the intent would require the water provider to
pass the tax on to ratepayers. If the Legislative
Analyst’s Office is able to make a determination by
2023 that at least $3 billion has been made available
in an interest bearing account with a goal of at least
$100 million in interest revenues per year are available
for the purpose of the fund, then the fee established
by the SWRCB fee will sunset. AB 217 was taken up in
Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials on
March 26, 2019, where it passed out of committee on
a 6-3 party line vote.
EMWD Supports CASA Sponsored Legislation
Establishing Labeling Requirements and Performance
Standards for Wet Wipes: In advance of the first
hearing in the Assembly Environmental Safety and
Toxic Materials Committee, EMWD has supported the
California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA)
sponsored AB 1672 (Bloom) Solid Waste: Flushable
Products. AB 1672 requires labeling and performance
standards to be developed for wet wipes so that
Californians will know whether a product can be
discarded safely and without harm to the sanitary
sewer. Wet wipes have become increasingly popular
in recent years beyond diapering applications, and are
now readily available for cleaning and beauty
applications. Additionally, their presence in the waste
stream have also continued to increase. AB 1672
passed out of the Assembly Environmental Safety and
Toxic Materials Committee on a 7-3 party line vote and
will next be considered in the Assembly Judiciary
Committee.
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Social Media and Website Recap
Facebook: easternmuni
New likes: 9
Total: 1,144

Website: emwd.org

Facebook: EMWDeducation
New Likes: 1
Total: 240

Twitter: @easternmuni
New Followers: 16
Total: 2,686

April 2019
Total Visits (Sessions) – 90,859
Unique Visitors (Users) – 71,558
Total Pageviews – 171,927

Most Popular Pages
No. 1 – View Bill/Payment Options
No. 2 – Contact Us
No. 3 – Career Opportunities

Instagram: easternmuni
New Followers: 27
Total: 717

YouTube: easternmuni
New Views: 1,600
Total: 23,557
Total: 86

Hot Posts of the Month

Facebook: easternmuni
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Video Snapshots
Where Does It Go?
Ever wonder what happens to wastewater when it
leaves your home? Welcome to Sewer Land - the
land where wastewater takes an epic journey
through the treatment process. Learn more about
our Education program at emwd.org/education.
EMWD’s “Where Does It Go?” video was featured
in BC Water News.

EMWD in the News
Headlines
April 1

EMWD breaks ground for new water treatment facility

April 12

Friday Flyer: Free Drip Kits

April 13

Turf removal funding increased to $2 per square foot

My Valley News

April 16

EMWD recognized for outstanding customer communications

InlandEmpire.US

April 16

EMWD recognized for outstanding customer outreach

Mission
The mission of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to advocate the District’s interest in
federal, state and local legislative arenas and to
engage the public and other District stakeholders
through effective cross-media communication for
mutual benefit.

Vision
The vision of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to have EMWD recognized as a
proactive leader in the water industry; and, to
become the main hub for strategic
communication with EMWD stakeholders.

Menifee 24/7
Friday Flyer

ACWA

Contact information
publicandgovtaffairs@emwd.org
(951) 928-3777 ext. 3430
Editor: Joyce Messin
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