Public and Governmental Affairs Highlights
March 2019

Perris II Desalter Groundbreaking
On March 28, 2019, Eastern Municipal Water District welcomed key partners and community members to the
future Perris II Desalter site to break ground on the project.
The event provided approximately 60 attendees with a look at the future brackish water treatment facility and
gave EMWD Board President Ron Sullivan, Vice President Phil Paule, and General Manager Paul Jones, the
opportunity to discuss the project and thank key funding partners. Attendees included members of the United
States Army Corps, the United States Bureau of Reclamation, the State Water Board, the Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California, the City of Menifee, and the County of Riverside. The event was live streamed
on EMWD’s Facebook page for those that were unable to attend.

EMWD’s Desalination Program Featured
in Municipal Water Leader Magazine
The February issue of the magazine featured an
interview with Assistant General Manager Joe
Mouawad on EMWD’s Desalination Program and the
new Perris II Desalter project. Staff also provided an
advertisement representing EMWD’s salt exports.
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EMWD Board Honors Outgoing March Air Reserve Base Commander Burger
EMWD Board President Ron Sullivan and
Director David Slawson presented a
proclamation to Matthew Burger, who is
leaving as Commander of March Air Reserve
Base after being promoted to Brigadier
General. EMWD’s Assistant General
Manager Joe Mouawad, community leader
Jamil Dada, and staff also attended.
During the March 18, 2019 meeting, both
sides spoke positively about the relationship
between EMWD and base command and
how the two sides are working to solve
complex issues related to groundwater in
the region that includes the base.
Burger said that he briefed the incoming leadership team and that senior leadership within the Air Force are
committed to working on the issue to present a cost-effective and sustainable solution to the rising
groundwater in the area.

EMWD Board Vice President Phil Paule and Staff Provide Updates to the
Winchester Municipal Advisory Committee
EMWD Board Vice President Phil Paule attended the
March 14, 2019, Winchester Municipal Advisory
Committee (MAC) meeting, where EMWD provided
updates on the evolving Water Tax situation to the MAC
Board and community members.
The brief overview included EMWD’s efforts to develop a
tax-free solution to resolve the issue of failing water
systems in California. Staff updated the group with the
news that California is officially out of drought conditions
and thanked residents for doing their part to use water
wisely.
The MAC Board had questions about a new lift station near Scott Road, discharging recycled water, and water
rights.
The next MAC meeting will be April 11, 2019. Staff offered to provide a presentation on Groundwater
Reliability Plus at a future meeting.
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EMWD recognized at Soboba Grand Opening
EMWD Board Vice President Phil Paule and Director Randy Record,
along with General Manager Paul Jones and staff, attended the
grand opening of the Soboba Resort and Casino on March 26, 2019.
Several hundred community leaders were in attendance at the
event, which showcased the newly completed facility on Tribal
property near San Jacinto.
The Board Directors and staff were able to speak with a variety of
key stakeholders from the business, governmental and education
communities during the event.
EMWD was praised by Tribal Administration for its efforts to
complete critical infrastructure prior to the completion of the
facility and for its ongoing partnership with the Tribe.

EMWD Co-hosts Another
successful Joint Inland Empire
and Orange County
Congressional Briefing
EMWD, Western Municipal Water
District, Inland Empire Utilities Agency,
and Municipal Water District of Orange
County Jointly hosted another successful
congressional briefing in Washington
DC. The event focused on the
importance of increased federal
investments in water and wastewater
infrastructure. Several representatives
from EMWD’s congressional delegation were in attendance including Representatives Ken Calvert and Paul
Cook, and staff from the Office of Representative Ruiz.
EMWD’s federal funding priorities which include a request for a $25 million authorization modification for the
Perris II Desalter (effectively, a request for an additional $25 million from the Army Corps of Engineers) as well
as additional funding for recycled water project funding through the USBR’s Title XVI program. Sullivan also
gave kudos to EMWD’s Congressional Delegation (Reps Calvert, Ruiz, Takano, as well as the good work of Rep
Cook) for their ongoing support of EMWD.
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Director Sullivan, Moderator for Panel at
2019 Multi-State Salinity Coalition Summit
On February 28, 2019, Director Ron Sullivan served as the
moderator for an important legislative session. His
panelists included Pat Sinicropi, the Executive Director of
the national WateReuse Association, Geoff Bowman a
lobbyist at Van Scoyoc Associates, and former senior staff
executive on the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, and rounding out the panel was Paul Kelley,
the Executive Director of CalDesal, a California association
focused on advancing desalination. Geoff Bowman led off
by discussing federal infrastructure initiatives, including potential multi-modal asset-neutral infrastructure
legislation currently being developed by Congress, funding opportunities at the Bureau of Reclamation and the
Corps of Engineers, and the chances of Congress enacting a Water Resources Development Act of 2020. Pat
Sinicropi discussed policies being considered and promoted by the Trump Administration, including the
Environmental Protection Agency's new Water Reuse Action Plan. Paul Kelly discussed current desalination
opportunities and challenges in the State of California, including an effective history lesson for the audience
on California water issues. The focus of this discussion was federal infrastructure initiatives and funding
opportunities.

Riverside County Water Task Force Speaker Series Kicks Off with Discussion
About Groundwater Sustainability
On February 22, 2019, EMWD along with Western
Municipal Water District and the Western
Riverside Council of Governments kicked off the
2019 Riverside County Water Task Force Speaker
Series. The topic focused on regional groundwater
sustainability efforts and the importance of
planning for our future water supply.
Attendees heard from Dr. Bill Alley with the
National Ground Water Association and EMWD
Assistant General Manager Joe Mouawad. The
group also heard an imported water update from
Tim Barr, Deputy General Manager for Western
Municipal Water District, and a legislative update
from EMWD General Manager Paul Jones.
More than 60 local and regional elected officials, community leaders and water industry professionals
attended the event.
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EMWD Has an Active Presence at WateReuse Conference
Staff participated in
several key discussions
at the WateReuse
conference.
One such discussion was
intended to assist the
association in updating
their terminology/
glossary to instead utilize
words that invoke a
more favorable reaction
among customers and
constituents (for
example, using the word
cleaning instead of
treatment).
Another meeting
pertained to alternative
solutions to legislation
(SB 332) that would
reduce the amount of
treated wastewater
discharged into the
ocean each year. While
WateReuse also shares
the same goal, there is a
better way to accomplish
this goal than a
mandate. Instead of
setting uninformed goals
of reducing discharges
by 50 percent by 2030,
and 95 percent by 2040, the plan is to offer amendments to instead study the quantity of ocean discharge, the
cost of utilizing the recycled water in other ways to avoid the discharge, and ascertain a reasonable schedule
for redirecting the discharges.
Staff also assisted WateReuse IE in the development of a poster highlighting the diverse uses of recycled water
throughout the Inland Empire, which was displayed at the conference along with materials about
Groundwater Reliability Plus for EMWD’s exhibitor table.
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EMWD Shines Brightly in the San Jacinto Tunnel
EMWD Board Director Stephen Corona, Assistant General Manager Joe Mouawad, and several EMWD
stakeholders attended the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California’s San Jacinto Tunnel Tour. The
tour, which is only offered once a year, allows attendees a first-hand look and experience of seeing how water
is transported to our customers from the Colorado River aqueduct.

EMWD’s Desalination Program and Federal Legislative Efforts Headline President
Sullivan’s Advisory Committee
EMWD Board President
Ron Sullivan hosted a
meeting for members of
his Director’s Advisory
Committee (DAC) on
March 28, 2018, at the
EMWD Desalination
Complex.
During the DAC,
attendees were provided an update on EMWD’s Groundwater Reliability Plus program with an emphasis on
desalination. President Sullivan also spoke to DAC members regarding EMWD’s efforts at the state and
federal levels.
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Moreno Valley Residents Woke Up to GWRPlus!
EMWD sponsored the February
Moreno Valley Chamber of
Commerce 'Wake-Up MoVal'
meeting and was also the program
speaker.
Director Slawson and staff provided
a presentation and video on
EMWD's newest initiative –
Groundwater Reliability Plus – to
approximately 75 attendees, and
also provided information about
Senate Bill 414 and Senate Bill 669. There were very few questions and those in attendance were thankful for
the subject matter being shared.

Community Rallies to Support EMWD’s Proposition 1 Grant Application
In March 2019, EMWD submitted an application to secure Proposition 1 funding for
its Perris North Basin Groundwater Contamination Prevention and Remediation
Program. This program would remove and treat contaminated water from a basin
that contains water that is otherwise too contaminated to drink, and
therefore has a rising groundwater condition.
Because of the many benefits this program would deliver, the community and
EMWD’s stakeholders expressed strong support as EMWD submitted the
grant application.

March Air
Reserve Base

Supports ranged from the local cities (Perris and Moreno Valley), the County
of Riverside and its Economic Development Agency, the local Chambers of
Commerce (Perris, Moreno Valley, Greater Riverside), EMWD’s state senate and assembly delegation, other
water districts (Western Municipal Water District and Metropolitan Water District), as well as business
advocacy groups like the Monday Morning Group. Even Governor Newsom’s Military Council weighed in with
a letter of support.
EMWD expresses appreciation to all of the entities who are supporting Proposition 1 funding for this critical
infrastructure project.
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Partnerships Highlighted through Student of
the Month Events
EMWD Board Vice President Phil Paule joined staff at the
Moreno Valley Unified School District/Val Verde Unified School
District Student of the Month event. Vice President Paule, Val
Verde Unified School District Deputy Superintendent Stacy
Coleman, and Assistant Superintendent Mark LeNoir all shared
information about the partnerships through the Student of the
Month program.
Staff also attended the Temecula Valley Unified School District
Student of the Month (STEM) event. The Chaparral High School
valedictorian, Michelle Gunawan, was recognized as Student the
Month and as she shared her story, she thanked Eastern
Municipal Water District for sponsoring the Temecula Valley
Unified School District Solar Cup boat. Michelle told attendees
that she had been part of the team for the past three years and
that it was one of the most amazing STEM programs she has
been involved with in her high school career. She said she plans
to take the knowledge she learned through this process and apply it to her college career, confirming the
significance of EMWD’s water education program.
Student of the Month is a program that began 26 years ago to recognize local college or trade school bound
high school seniors for demonstrating character, integrity, love of learning, involvement in school activities,
athletics, and community service. These students are recognized for overcoming challenging life
circumstances without compromising their education. The heart of the Student of the Month program are the
students who make a difference in their homes, schools and communities with sincerity and passion.

Friday Flags at Clearwater Elementary
Recognizes EMWD Sponsored 100 Mile Club
Participants
On March 15, 2019, Clearwater Elementary held its bi-monthly
Friday Flags Assembly to recognize student achievements,
progress, and behavior. During this event, 100 Mile Club®
participants were also recognized and awarded for reaching
their milestone goals.
Six students were awarded with their 100 Mile Club t-shirts for reaching and surpassing 25 miles. To help keep
students motivated beyond the 25-mile mark, EMWD is offering an EMWD branded water bottle as incentive
for reaching the 50-mile mark. One student already surpassed the 50-mile goal, accumulating more than 60
miles and their EMWD water bottle.
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Principal for a Day at Columbia Elementary School
Allan Freetage, EMWD’s Interagency Relations Program Specialist, was invited to be a “Principal for a Day” at
Columbia Elementary School in March 2019, where students and teachers were encouraged to dress up like
characters from Dr. Seuss books in honor of the author’s birthday.
To kick off the day, Allan and Columbia Elementary School Principal Thelma Almuena welcomed students and
staff before the first bell. Allan and Thelma visited every classroom, asking students how they save water and
to name their favorite Dr. Seuss book.
Allan had the honor of reading EMWD’s “Bee”yond the Water-Wise Garden book to Ms. Watts’ 3rd grade
class. Staff provided goodie bags for every student in the class, including their own copy of EMWD’s
“Bee”yond the Water-Wise Garden book and a reusable water bottle.
Allan said, “I’m used to talking in front of large groups of people, and I have to admit I was a little nervous to
read a book to Ms. Watts’ 3rd grade class. But the students were great listeners and asked great questions. It
was a wonderful experience, and I can’t wait to do it again next year!”
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Menifee Desalter gets a new
Water Bottle Fill Station
EMWD’s Menifee Desalter is the newest
facility to showcase a Water Bottle Fill
Station. With all of the tours that staff
conduct at the Desalter, it was decided
that a fill station needed to be installed to
keep guests hydrated while touring the
facility and to help keep one-time use
water bottles out of the landfill. Staff will
be handing out reusable water bottles to
all guests that tour the facility.
“Now that the fill station is here, we use it
all the time,” said Dustin Martin, Potable
Water Operator. “It promotes a healthy lifestyle and helps alleviate the stigma many people have relative to
tap water, because it showcases just how good EMWD’s tap water really is.”
EMWD has installed 121 water bottle fill stations throughout the EMWD service area, including 91 stations at
K-12 schools.

Saturday’s are for the Birds!
EMWD Board Vice President Phil Paule
joined EMWD’s monthly bird walk on
March 23, 2019, at the Wetlands Education
Facility in San Jacinto.
Located on the grounds of the San Jacinto
Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility,
the multi-purpose constructed wetlands
“polishes” recycled water before it is
distributed to nearby farms, dairies, and the
San Jacinto Wildlife Area for irrigation and
additional environmental uses.
Bird walks are hosted on the fourth
Saturday of each month, October through
April.
Pictured left to right: Bird Walk Leader
Craig Hughes and EMWD Board Vice President
Phil Paule
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Lamb Canyon Landfill Tour
On March 12, 2019, Public and Governmental Affairs
Department staff, along with CivicSpark and WRCOG Fellows,
visited the Lamb Canyon Landfill in Beaumont to learn more
about their daily operations, which minimize the environmental
impacts of waste and ensure the safety of neighboring
communities.
The landfill is one of seven active sites managed by Riverside
County’s Department of Waste Resources. Every year, Riverside
County residents discard nearly 2 million tons of waste, 20
percent of which is food, to the landfill. Waste Resources
encourages customers to reduce their food waste by
composting or donating to nonprofit organizations.
Staff will take what they learned from the tour to help promote
environmentally-friendly practices in the workplace as part of
EMWD’s Sustainable Offices Program.

CivicSpark Offers Career Development Tips to Youth Ecology Corps
CivicSpark Water Fellow Oswaldo Martinez led the first Professional Development Workshop for the spring
cohort of EMWD’s Youth Ecology Corps (YEC) where interns spent time networking and practicing their
elevator pitches. YEC member James Montgomery enjoyed the workshop, adding that it was “a complete eye
opener and pretty cool experience.” Upcoming workshops will focus on resumes, cover letters, interviews,
and LinkedIn best practices.
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State Legislative Outlook
Outreach Ramps Up in Advance of Committee
Hearings on EMWD and CMUA Co-sponsored
Legislation: Staff has initiated its outreach plan as part
of the effort to encourage support for EMWD and
CMUA’s
cosponsored
legislation,
SB
414
(Caballero)
Safe
and
Reliable Drinking Water
prior to the hearings on
Wednesday, March 27,
2019, in Senate Governance
and Finance Committee and
April 3, 2019, in Senate
Environmental
Quality
Committee. A number of
presentations have been
made to cities, economic
development
groups,
chambers,
neighboring
counties,
and
water
providers in order to
educate
potential
supporters on the need for
governance reforms to
small, failing water systems.
Legislation Allowing for Process Water Reuse at
Wineries and Breweries Amended into Study
Bill: SB 166 (Wiener) Process Water Treatment
Systems: Breweries and Wineries which would have
tasked the State Water Resources Control
Board (State Board) with developing regulations for
the onsite use of process water for wineries and
breweries, has undergone substantial amendments to
the point that the bill would now require the
Legislature to convene a study group to advise the
Legislature on policies regarding onsite process water
at wineries and breweries. EMWD staff had expressed
some concerns regarding the initial effort and now
support the extensive studying of onsite reuse of
winery and brewery process water that is proposed in
this latest effort.
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EMWD Supports Legislation Allowing Military Service
on Water and Wastewater Projects Translate into
Experience in the Water and Wastewater Treatment
Operator Certification: On March 18, 2019, EMWD
supported the San Diego County Water Authority and
Otay Water District sponsored AB 1588 (Gloria/Gray)
Drinking Water and Wastewater Operator
Certification, which would allow for military service on
relevant water or wastewater treatment projects
while conducted in military service would translate
into credit towards certification in the water and
wastewater
treatment
fields
for
civilian
service. Several other states, including Washington,
Texas, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania already
provide paths to allow the application of equivalency
standards to credit military experiences toward state
or industry certifications in the water and wastewater
treatment and distribution fields. Currently, no similar
pathway or equivalency standard process for military
veterans in California exists, however AB 1588 seeks
to address this issue. AB 1588 will be taken up in
Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials
Committee.
Water Tax Legislation and Budget Trailer Bill Given
First Hearings in the Legislature:
Significant
movement has occurred on the water tax front within
the Legislature over the final weeks leading up to the
end of March. The Administration’s Budget Trailer Bill
on safe drinking water was taken up on Wednesday,
March 20, 2019, in the Assembly Budget
Subcommittee Number 3, and then again in the
Senate Budget Subcommittee Number 2 the following
day. The Administration’s Budget Trailer Bill is very
similar to SB 623 (Monning, 2017) in that it establishes
a fee on agriculture interests, in exchange for
regulatory relief, that will be used to address nitrate
related contamination, and it also establishes a tax on
water meters. EMWD and several hundred water
providers throughout the state actively opposed the
budget trailer bill effort during the hearings. In
addition to the budget trailer bill, Senator Monning
has introduced SB 200 - Safe and Affordable 
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 Drinking Water Fund (Fund), which currently seeks
to establish a Safe and Reliable Drinking Water Fund
within the State Treasury, was heard in the Senate
Environmental Quality Committee on Wednesday,
March 20, 2019, where it passed on a 5 – 0 vote with
two members abstaining. SB 200 currently fails to
include a funding source that would be applied to the
Fund. On the Assembly side, Assembly Member
Eduardo Garcia substantially amended AB 217 (E.
Garcia) on Tuesday, March 20, 2019, and it is now
called the Safe Drinking Water for All Californians
Act. Assembly Member Garcia is characterizing this
new version of the bill as a “portfolio approach,”
however many of the implementing details have been
left blank or have yet to be included. The bill as
amended includes nitrate related fees on dairies,
fertilizer, and confined animal non-dairy facilities,
however it does not include language on regulatory
relief at this time. In addition to the agriculture

Monthly eConnect News
February highlights included the
presentation of the water
champion award, promotion of
Groundwater Reliability Plus to
the Menifee and Moreno Valley
Chambers of Commerce, and
coverage of the Science
Saturday event held at the
Western Science Center.

related fees, the bill establishes a Trust in the State
Treasury and appropriates $200 million annually for
five years for a total of $1 billion, and it also includes a
Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fee. The details
of the fee are largely absent, however the language
states that the State Board will establish a fee by
regulation through the emergency regulatory process.
However, if the Legislative Analyst’s Office is able to
make a determination by 2023 that at least $3 billion
has been made available in an interest bearing
account with a goal of at least $100 million in interest
revenues per year are available for the purpose of the
fund, then the fee established by the State Board will
sunset. AB 217 is scheduled to be taken up in
Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials on
Tuesday, March 26, 2019. EMWD submitted a letter
expressing concern for these most recent
amendments.

Sponsorships and Advertisements
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

ACWA DC Conference, Feb. 26-28
UWI Spring Water Conference, Feb. 27
Multi State Salinity Coalition Summit, Feb. 28
Valley-Wide The Weekend, Mar. 15
WateReuse Conference, Mar. 17
San Jacinto Valley Economic Forum, Mar. 21
Murrieta/Wildomar Chamber of Commerce
Economic Forecast
8. Valley-Wide Opening Day Program
9. Santa Ana River Watershed Conf., Mar. 29

The email distribution was
successfully delivered to more
than 109,000 email addresses
with an open rate of 25 percent,
which exceeds the industry
average.
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Social Media and Website Recap
Facebook: easternmuni
New likes: 17
Total: 1,135

Website: emwd.org

Facebook: EMWDeducation
New Likes: 0
Total: 239

Twitter: @easternmuni
New Followers: 21
Total: 2,670

March 2019
Total Visits (Sessions) – 85,660
Unique Visitors (Users) – 60,424
Total Pageviews – 166,832

Most Popular Pages
No. 1 – View Bill/Payment Options
No. 2 – Career Opportunities
No. 3 – Apply for Current Openings

Instagram: easternmuni
New Followers: 36
Total: 690

YouTube: easternmuni
New Views: 350
Total: 21,957
Total: 85

Hot Posts of the Month

Facebook: easternmuni
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Video Snapshots
EMWD’s Desalination Program
EMWD's Desalination Program produces potable
(drinking) water from otherwise unusable brackish
(salty) groundwater in Perris and Menifee.
The program is one of several strategies EMWD is
pursuing to become less reliant on imported water
and move toward the goal of drought-proofing the
region and providing reliability and flexibility to the
area’s water supply.

EMWD in the News
Headlines
March 22

EMWD Completes Lead Testing at Public Schools

Valley News

March 22

EMWD poster contest opens for voting

Valley News

March 19

CSDA Movers and Shakers

March 15

EMWD poster contest voting now open

March 9

County approves sale of San Jacinto parcels to EMWD

Valley News

March 9

Utility completes tests on school’s water systems with good results

Valley News

March 6

ACWA symposium tackles safe drinking water, groundwater

March 4

EMWD announces groundwater reliability initiative

Mission
The mission of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to advocate the District’s interest in
federal, state and local legislative arenas and to
engage the public and other District stakeholders
through effective cross-media communication for
mutual benefit.

CSDA Magazine

Vision
The vision of the Public and Governmental Affairs
department is to have EMWD recognized as a
proactive leader in the water industry; and, to
become the main hub for strategic
communication with EMWD stakeholders.

ACWA

ACWA
Menifee 24/7

Contact information
publicandgovtaffairs@emwd.org
(951) 928-3777 ext. 3430
Editor: Joyce Messin
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