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Presentation Overview
•
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•

Policy Principles Overview and Update
Additions to Federal and State Legislative Priorities
Rollover of Existing Legislative Priorities
Potential Legislation to Sponsor/Co-Sponsor
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Policy Principles Overview and Update
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Process for Developing Policy Principles

Began adopting
Policy Principles in
2004

Assessed annually,
yet remain fairly
constant as the
long-range policy
objectives for
EMWD

Consistent with
guiding documents
and adopted by the
full Board
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Consistent and align with:
– Mission Statement
– Guiding Principles, and
– Strategic Plan

Process and Purpose

Provide
Continuity

Reviewed
Annually

Guide
Outreach
and
Messaging
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• Principles are dynamic, yet
provide continuity as they form
the foundation from which
EMWD evaluates legislation
• Policy principles guide
– Legislative affairs staff
– Legislative Action Team
– EMWD advocates

• Guides messaging for outreach
and advocacy.

Checks and Balances
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1

• Acquire Bills

2

• Legislative Action Team Analysis

3

• Board Adopted Policy Principles

4

• General Manager
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• Lobbyists/Associations

6

• Outreach/Advocacy
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• Follow-up

Changes to Policy Principles for 2019
Governance
• Cyber security and critical
infrastructure
– Ensure that transparency
mandates do not jeopardize
critical water infrastructure or
sensitive customer data

• Storing, securing, and managing
customer health and income
verification related data
– Oppose legislation requiring
water districts to collect, secure,
and maintain sensitive customer
data
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2019 State and Federal Legislative Priorities Additions
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2019 Legislative Priorities
Approach
• Elevate language to address state funding/financing/budget
recommendations related to a water tax and implementation of a LIRA
program for water rates,
• Support data sharing efforts to maximize voluntary water markets and
advance locally supported innovative water management practices,
• Support efforts to streamline and merge new long term water
conservation mandate reporting with existing reporting requirements to
reduce redundancy and encourage consistency, and
• Reiterates commitment to pursue co-sponsored legislation with the CMUA
to address governance issues in regions that lack access to safe drinking
water.
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Funding/Financing/Budget
Federal
• Tax Credit Bonds, Taxation of Conservation Rebates,
and other Alternative Financing Mechanisms

– Support efforts to provide that gross income does not
include the value of a water conservation rebates
– Support legislation to facilitate investments in U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation Title XVI and WaterSmart projects

State
• Water tax

– Continue to oppose the application of a water tax collected by water
providers
– Encourage a one time allocation from the General Fund, and establish
a sustainable funding service, line an irrevocable charitable trust

•

Governance reforms for small water systems that fail to provide safe
and reliable drinking water

– Support governance reforms of small water systems that chronically serve
contaminated drinking water before assessing the need for outside revenues to
address water accessibility concerns

•

Municipal Bonds

– Oppose efforts that reduce access to, or the viability of tax-exempt municipal
bonds
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Water and Environmental Policy
Federal
• Support legislation to advance the Lower Colorado River Drought
Contingency Plan
State
• Support data sharing efforts to maximize opportunities for voluntary water
transfers, collaboration, and advance locally supported conservation
measures
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Drought Management/Conservation Framework
• Transitioning to implementation of the long term water use efficiency
mandates
– Oppose efforts that enable the a dual track for development of water loss
management requirements, or that suggest the State Water Resources Control
Board could advance a separate effort to address water loss prevention
outside of the implementation of the long term water use efficiency
mandates, and
– Support efforts to streamline and align reporting requirements prescribed in
the long term water use efficiency mandates with existing reporting
requirements
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Existing Priorities Returning for 2019
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Priorities Returning for 2019
• Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay-Delta/ WaterFix
• Funding for LAFCO’s to address dissolutions and effectuate consolidations
of failing water systems
• Statewide LIRA program that is inconsistent with conservation mandates
and burdens water providers with collecting fees
• Local control to prioritize and develop new water supplies
• Funding assistance to support emerging technologies, new and existing
water supply and recycled water projects, and alternative energy projects
• Opposing efforts to minimize the distinction between recycled water and
graywater/on-site recycled water and further erodes the local permitting
practices
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Legislation to Sponsor/Co-Sponsor
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Legislation to Sponsor/Co-Sponsor
• EMWD will be co-sponsoring legislation that:
– Establishes a new section within the Water Code that would allow for the
dissolution and consolidation of several small water systems that chronically
fail to serve safe drinking water.
– These systems would be merged to form a small system water authority at
the county or sub-county level through the LAFCO process;
– The entity would receive statutorily provided enhanced internal and external
financial capabilities; and
– Once formed the system would achieve economies of scale and attract skilled
system operators and resources to address on-going operations,
maintenance, and capital improvements necessary to sustainably operate.
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